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MERCER LAND BOOK. 

(Extracts from MS. Book of John Mercer of Marlboro, in possession 
of his descendant James Mercer Garnett, 1316 Bolton Street, Baltimore, 
Md., and by his permission copied for THE QUARTERLY.] 

COMMUNICATED BY Miss KATE MASON ROWLAND. 

MARLBOROUGH IN POTOMAC NECK. 

Col. Giles Brent, land granted him by patent, 26 November, 
1654; part of the land granted him by patent 20 August, 1651, 
which said patent the sd. Giles Brent after the restoration of 
King Charles the second procured to be renewed in his said 
Majesties name by patent bearing date 20th November, 1662. 
And the sd. Giles Brent dying in the year 1671, and having 
by his will bearing date the last day of August, and duly proved 
and recorded the 15th February in the same year (O. S.), de- 
vised to his son and heir, Giles Brent-, etc., all his land, rights 
unto Lands and Reversions of Lands any way due to him in 
either England, Virginia or Maryland, and for want of such 
heirs then to his own right heirs, etc., to the right heirs of his 
honored. Father, Richard Brent, Esq., deceased, anciently Lord 
of the Manor of Admington and Larkstoke, in the County of 
Gloucester, in England. By virtue of which Devise the sd. Giles 
Brent, the Son and his Issue have severally been seised of the 
sd. Neck of Land as Tenants in Tail . . . until the sd. 
William Brent, party to these presents, to whom the same de- 
scended, when the same were in possession of John Mercer, 
Charles Brent and Charles McClelland, under Leases from Wil- 
liam Brent, father of William Brent, party to these presents. 
. . . Peter Hedgman, late deceased, under a Lease granted 
by William Brent, grandfather of the sd. William Brent, party 
to these presents, March 14, 1767. 

Memorandum. 10th Sept., 1765, "full possession was had 
and taken of the messuage, etc., within granted" by William 
Brent to John Mercer, "by the delivery of turf and twigg out of 
the demised premises in the name of the whole." 

Acknowledged at a Court held for Stafford Co., May 11, 1767. 
Grant to John Rockwood, 1651, from Governor Berkeley, near 

land of Lieut-Col. Giles Brent. Deed to Giles Brent from 
Berkeley, August, 1651. William Brent to John Mercer, Lease 
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for Lives, Aug. 27, 1733. Deed to "Lieut. Giles Brent," No. 27, 
1651. Deed to Giles Brent, Nov. 17, 1662. 

GOOSE CREEK, 436 ACRES. 

Grant to Katharine Brent from Sir Wim. Berkeley, 300 acres 
of land in Co. of Northumberland, formerly granted unto Giles 
Brent, 4th May, 1653, and by him sold to Edmund Brent, and 
by the sd. Edmund Brent left by Will to his daughter, Katha- 
rine Brent, Dec. 9, 1662. 

George Mason by power of attorney from John Dynel and 
Katharine, his wife, acknowledged the land for the within patent 
to Edward Sanders, 9th Sept., 1668. 

Deed-"William Brent of the Retirement in the County of 
Safford," August 25, 1707. 

MARLBOROUGH TOWN, IN POTOMACK NECK. 

"Was paid to Francis Hammersley, Guardian of Giles Brent, 
to whom the reversion and inheritance thereof belonged, 13,800 
lbs. of tobacco." 

In the year 1726 John Mercer, having contracted with Wil- 
liam Brent, the descendant & heir of the sd. Giles Brent, to 
lease him the 3 plantations adjoining & surrounding the sad. 
town for 3 lives, etc. 

NOTES IN REGARD TO WITHERS FAMILY.* 

A case of ejectment ordered by the Stafford County Court, 
October 15, 1744, where depositions as to age, etc., are made. 
Tenements and land in dispute between John Mercer, plaintiff, 
and James Withers, John Withers, Thomas Seddon and Raw- 
leigh Traverse. "Three of the defendants appeared, vizt. John 
Withers, Thomas Seddoii and Rawleigh Traverse, the first day, 
and said that they had not timely notice, etc., and did not 
attend the survey, only John Withers, who gave us two visits, 
and none of them did proceed or begin." 

Order of General Court, April 16, 1745, Aminedab Seekright, 
pit against James Withers, John Withers, etc., 1285 acres in 
the Parish of Overwharton, County of Stafford. Depositions 

* For Withers family see Virginia Historical Magazine. 
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of William Mills, of Stafford Co., aged 39; "Lewis Elzey, of 
Fairfax Co., Gent., -ged about 44." Captain Elzey said "that 
he lived on the plantation on Potomack Creek now held by 
Md French's Orphan from the time of his being about 6 years 
old until the year 1730." 

"Marlborough Town," November 11, 1691, Peale to Withers, 
Indenture between Capt. Malachi Peale, of Stafford Co., and 
Capt. John Withers and Mr Matthew Thompson, Trustees or 
Feoffees in Trust for the County of Stafford to lay out the Town 
of Marlborough. 

"Deposition of James Withers, aged fifty-two or thereabouts, 
a witness, etc., in a cause now depending in the General Court 
between John Doe, Lessee of Henry Fitzhugh, Gent., and Lewis 
Burwell, an Infant, by Robert Carter, Esq., his Guardian.... 
That this Dept. has known the land in dispute twenty-seven 
years. . . . That on the South side of Potomac Run, place 

where Matthews first seated, and east of Peale's Line, which 
was grown up with saplins 30 years ago when this Dept. lived 
with Captain MOUlltjoy and helped to clear the same piece of 
ground. . . . JAMES WITHERS." 

('I, Richard Bennctt, give and grant unto John Withers and 
Stephen Gary [or Gray] 1000 acres of land in the county of 
Westmoreland, bounded on the northeast side with the land of 
Capt. Brent, etc., the said land being due unto the said John 
Withers and Stephen Gary [Gray?] by and for the transporta- 
tion of 20 persons into the colony, October 6, 1654." 

"i, the said Edward Digges, do, with the consent of the 
Council of State, give and grant unto John Withers 150 acres 
of land, more or less, in the County of Westmoreland, upon 
the head of a branch of Potomack Creek, bounded east upon 
Capt. Brent, etc. The land due for the transportation of three 
persons into this Colony, whose names are in the records, James 
City, September 4, 1655." 

"Know all men, etc., that I, John Withers, upon Potomack, 
in the County of Westmoreland, have sold, etc., unto Val. 
Peyton 500 acres of land . . . half of a division of 1000 
acres of land patented in the name of John Withers and 
Btephen Gary." . . . Nothing of the aforesaid premises to 

be diminished upon or before his, the said John Wither's, de- 
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parture from the said land, which is to be at or upon the feast 
day of St. Thomas the Apostle, next ensuing the date hereof, 
October 13, 1659. Witnesses: Gad Chrismas, William Withers." 

Release of Ann Withers, wife of John Withers, April 19, 1660. 
[The 150 acres of land granted to John Withers, 1653, and sold to 

Col. Valentine Peyton, with 500 acres contiguous granted to Peyton, 
1662, was the tract sold to Capt. George Mason in 1664 called "Acco- 
keek." Here was the "Mansion House" of the first Col. George Mason 
and the Mason "burying place," where Col. Mason's "tomb" once stood.] 

Proprietor's Deed to Stephen Gray, July, 1724. Stephen 
Gray's Will, January 26, 1723/4, wife Ann Executrix; no chil- 
dren named. 

TABB FAMILY. 
(Continued from page 128.) 

[Compiled from material chiefly furnished by Miss Margaret Tabb 
and Mrs. Fieldi- L. Taylor, of Glouwester county, Va., and Mrs. Eliza- 
beth S. M. Fite, of New York.] 

58 THOMAS8 TABB married, in October, 1814, Mary T. (not 
Martha, as on page 127) Bolling (marriage bond), daughter 
of Thomas Tabb Bolling, and died prior to 1823, when his 
widow married Gen. Ross. Thomas Tabb left an only son, 
Thomas B. Tabb, who died about 1860. The said Thomas B. 
Tabb left four children: (1) Virginia Gordon Tabb, who mar- 
ried William A. Bohannon; (2) John F. Ross Tabb, who died 
about 1879, leaving his widow, Amanda L., and the following 
children, viz., Mary Bolling, who married Charles E. Heisig; 
Charles Ross Tabb, who married Alice Tabb; Erwin L. and 
Elizabeth Lanear Tabb; (3) Laura T., who married John M. 
Moody, and had William Mason Moody; (4) Mary E., who 
married Lockhart and had one child, Annie E. Lockhart (papers 
in Richmond Chancery Court: William A. Bohannon and Vir- 
ginia Gordon, his wife, vs. Tabb & Justis). 

Among the papers at Amelia Court-house are the marriage 
bonds of Edward Tabb and Jean Clements, security Thomas 
Tabb, October 12, 1763; that of William H. L. Tabb and Cal- 
phurnia A. Featherstone, December, 1822; and that of John 
Tabb and Nancy Anderson, daughter of Elizabeth Anderson, 
dated October 1, 1765. Was this last John Tabb 25 John" Tabb, 
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